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that their advisers on the spot had been over-anxious
and their information incorrect. But they had misread
the real situation. The Turks were vigorously organiz-
ing away in Anatolia. The troops driven in by the
Greeks were but screens of irregulars and outposts.
The Turkish nation with its teeth set was straining to
get ready. It was fighting for its very life.
M. Venizelos had contracted to be allowed to advance
as far as the main railway and to hold Eski-Shehir and
Afion-Kara-Hissar. This was sound strategy with a
good line along his front and a good railway to Smyrna
and his base. But he stopped at Ismidt, Brusa, Ushaq
and beyond Aidin in deference to the wishes of the
Allies. In this decision lay disaster. The four columns
were disconnected. Their communications with the
base were good only in one case. Strategically their
new line had nothing in its favour, and, if attacked by
good troops, they must have been broken in detail.
With the coming winter the Greeks were to suffer
much and to gain nothing by their advance.
Meanwhile the Allies were content. Damad Ferid
for the Sublime Porte signed the treaty in August, and
preparations were made to put its provisions into force,
even before ratification. The Turkish nation beyond the
Greek outposts had been forgotten.
At this moment, had the Allies been prepared to make
a milder peace, there is little doubt that this could
have been done. The Turks were much shaken by the
Greek attack. The Nationalist regular troops were not
ready. If the Greeks continued to advance, they could
not be stopped. The Turkish generals could give